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PROJECT  DESCRIPTION! 


Jersey  Homesteads 

The  project  is  located  five  miles  from  Hightstown 
in  Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey,    It  is  approximately 
45  miles  from  both  New  York  City  and  Philadelphia. 

Initiated  by  the  Division  of  Subsistence  Homesteads, 
Deoember  2,  1933i  Jersey  Homesteads  was  transferred 
to  the  Resettlement  Administration  on  June  16,  1936, 
and  is  now  under  the  supervision  of  the  Farm  Security 
Administration. 

The  original  objectives  of  this  industrial -agricultural 
community  were  to  demonstrate  the  feasibility  of 
decentralizing  an  industry  whioh  for  years  has  been 
oonoentrated  in  oongested  areas  of  large  cities  amidst 
slum  living  conditions  and  sweat  shop  working  condi- 
tions j  to  demonstrate  the  merits  of  combining  farming 
with  work  in  a  predominantly  seasonal  industry  and 
one  whioh  is  subject  to  the  dictates  of  fashion;  to 
conduct  an  experiment  in  co-operative  working  and 
living. 

Jersey  Homesteads  includes  a  gently  rolling  tract  of 
1,200  acres,  500  of  whioh  are  used  for  farm  land  and 
the  remainder  for  200  homes  on  one-half  acre  sites; 
a  community  sohool,  factory  building,  poultry  yard, 
modern  water  and  sewage  plants,  and  sites  reserved 
for  future  shops  and  stores. 

The  community  school  has  facilities  for  elementary 
classes  through  the  eighth  grade.    The  school,  estab- 
lished under  the  New  Jersey  State  requirements  and 
governed  by  a  local  Board  of  Education,  is  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Monmouth  County  School  Board.  High 
sohool  students  attend  the  Allentown  High  School  in 
Allentown,  8  miles  distant  from  the  Homesteads.  A 
school  bus  transports  the  children  to  and  from  school 
without  charge  to  the  parents.    The  school  gymnasium, 
also  used  as  an  auditorium,  is  available  for  recreation. 


Group  activities,  such  as  classes,  clubs,  forums,  handi- 
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oraft  and  outdoor  activities  are  organized  for  all 
age  groups. 

Medioal  services,  including  olinioal  and  hospital- 
ization oaret  may  be  obtained  through  a  hospitaliza- 
tion plan  whloh  requires  small  monthly  payments. 

The  oommunity  is  incorporated  as  a  Borough  under  the 
iaws  of  New  Jersey.    The  governing  body  is  elected 
by  the  residents  of  Jersey  Homesteads  and  consists 
of  a  Mayor,  Counoilmen,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Clerk, 
Assessor,  Collector,  and  Treasurer.    Polioe  and  fire 
protection  are  provided. 

The  tax  rate  is  set  locally,  and  the  residents  of  the 
community  are  required  to  pay  taxes.    Taxes  for  real 
property  are  inoluded  in  the  rent  and  tax  payments  are 
used  for  the  maintenance  of  the  school,  roads,  and 
Borough  Government. 


The  business  operations  are  oonducted  through  four 
oo-operative  associations  whose  directors  are  home- 
steaders and  who  in  turn  employ  management  personnel. 

The  Jersey  Homesteads  Industrial  Cooperative  Asso- 
ciation holds  a  long-term  lease  from  the  government 
on  the  factouy  building,  and  in  turn  has  its  business 
managed  by  the  Consumers  Wholesale  Clothiers,  Inc., 
a  corporation  made  up  of  affiliated  consumer  co- 
operative associations.    Men's,  women's  and  children's 
olothing  are  manufactured  by  members  of  the  community 
who  are  skilled  in  their  profession  and  who  receive 
the  prevailing  union  wage  for  the  respective  industries. 
The  factory  is  a  union  shop. 

The  Jersey  Homesteads  Agricultural  Association,  in 
which  all  members  of  the  community  have  an  equal  in- 
terest, operates  the  agricultural  program  in  the  com- 
munity which  involves  a  500-acre  farm,  poultry  and  dairy 
enterprises.    The  farm  products  are  grown  for  consump- 
tion by  the  members  of  the  community,  with  as  little 
production  as  possible  going  to  the  open  market. 

The  earnings  of  this  enterprise  go  e'qually  to  the 
members  of  the  community. 

The  Industrial  Distributing  Association  conducts  a 
retail  clothing  outlet  for  the  general  public  for  Jersey 
ftraesteads  garments.    Membership  in  this  Association 
is  extended  to  one  member  of  each  family  in  the  com- 
munity. 
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The  Jersey  Homesteads  Consumers  Cooperative  Association 
operates  a  grocery  store  and  supplies  other  needs  of 
its  members..    Homesteaders  may  join  this  Association 
for  a  small  sum  and  receive  patronage  dividends  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  purohases  from  the  store. 

The  Jersey  Homesteads  Consumer  Servioes  has  opened  a 
restaurant  and  a  barber  shop.    This  Association  also 
is  open  to  all  homesteaders.    Its  earnings  are  distrib- 
uted to  its  members.    This  Association  is  expected  to 
expand  its  operations  as  additional  servioes  are 
needed  in  the  community. 

HOUSE  DESCRIPTION!  The  houses  -  some  bungalows  and  some  two-story  houses  - 

are  constructed  of  cinder  block.    There  are  61  two- 
bedroom  houses,  119  three-bedroom  houses  and  20  four- 
bedroom  houses.    These  are  grouped  in  a  horseshoe 
formation.    Each  home  has  hardwood  floors,  a  kitchen 
with  built-in  cabinets,  refrigerator,  and  gas  stove, 
a  floor  oovering  of  composition  blook,  and  modern 
bathroom.    The  houses  are  individually  heated  by  an 
oil  furnace,  hot  air  system.    Electricity  and  gas  are 
supplied  by  local  companies  at  prevailing  rates. 

Individual  garages  are  connected  to  each  house  by  a 
covered  corridor. 

HOMESTEADERS t  Both  husbands  and  wives  in  most  of  the  200  families 

selected  for  occupancy  are  needle  trade  workers  from 
the  New  York  and  Philadelphia  areas.    While  open  to 
any  qualified  applicant,  the  project  was  undertaken 
to  help  solve  a  definite  economio  problem  in  the  gar- 
ment industry.    Applicants  for  homesteads,  as  a  result, 
have  been  almost  entirely  Jewish. 

While  the  management  of  the  project  attempts  to 
cooperate  in  making  homes  available  for  the  workers  in 
the  various  enterprises  on  the  project,  especially  the 
industrial  enterprise,  the  management  will  entertain 
applications  from  others  who  have  reasonably  steady 
employment  outside  of  the  community. 
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